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Batson ncory of the town of De Queen. 





ws Reeiccsicty which purchased the land from the William- 
thers called themselves the International Order of Red Men and 
red to themselves as a Tribe. The newspaper which called itself 
ee and which was published as early as June 1897 states that pro- 
ers arrived by train from Mena to encourage membership in the or- 
anization. So, too, the next year a delegation left De Queen to start 
: Red Men Tribe in Lockesburg. 

4" The newspaper began publication almost as soon as the first 
passenger train arrived. From the first it published train schedules 
Beno mews Of fraternal and civic organizations. For instance,’ ‘Sweet 
Home Masons met at Sweet Home church house east of De Queen long be- 
fore the Townsite Company laid out the nine avenues and seven streets 
of De Queen. The Bee carried a regular notice that members would meet 
at Sweet Home the first Monday after the full moon. 


Other organizations that had a distance to travel by foot or 
horseback timed their meetings to take advantage of the moon's 
light. This served families who had neither calendar nor almanac. 
As soon as there was a wooden building where they could meet, the 
Sweet Home Masons moved into the hustling new railroad town. 


In ten years time the newspaper reported that several groups 
met regularly in the little city. Among these were the Royal Arch 
Masons, the 1.0.0.F., Patriarchs Militant, Knights of Pythias (a 
very popular group), and the Woodmen of the World which had an in- 
surance feature and enhanced the rural communities with cultural 
as well as social programs. 


De Queen Boosters, a group of forty leading business men, held 
meetings in the court house after it was built in 1906. The De 
Queen Fruit Growers Association organized in 1906 with forty members. | 


The Civic Improvement Club (1907) had twenty four women mem- 
bers whose aim was to better equip public schools and to improve 


phe city cemetery. 2 


The cemetery was an item in the town's development. A sig- 
nificant statement in an 1909 newspaper was that the International 
Order of Red Men, organized in 1898, was reactivated in 1908, with 
twenty members. The Red Men were reactivated, no doubt urged by 
the Civic Improvement Club, just in time to turn their cemetery 
over to the city fathers. 


A deed that is dated June 15, 1909, reads "We. .. as trustees 
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for the Pequod Tribe No. 25 of the Improved Order of Redmen of De 

Queen. . .for the sum of $1.00 do hereby grant, bargain, sell and 

convey unto the City of De Queen, its successors and assigns for- 

ever. . ." lands described as the west 5 of the northeast quarter 

of the southwest quarter of the section 25, township 8 South Range 
32 West.” 


At the end of the warranty deed, dated June 15, 1909, Otis T. 
Wingo acknowledges that the trustees, W.S. Ray, T.H. Verhines and 
Tom G. Taylor, are known to him.3 


The most intimate source of information about the Redmen, 1s 
a handwritten hardbound minute book that contains incomplete re- 
cords dated in the years 1901, 1902, 1903.4 The minutes declared 
them to be a Tribe, the Pequod Tribe No. 25 of the International 
Order of Redmen. From one imprint of their Seal on page 45 we ,can 
see that they were instituted on 11 Beaver Moon G S D which seems 
to translate to December 1l, 1898, as reported in the newspaper. 


The Tribe used Indian terms for the months of the year. The 
minute book showed that they met in the Cold Moon, Snow Moon and 
Warm Moon. April is not in the records but May is the Flower Moon 
and July is the Buck Moon. July is followed by Sturgeon Moon, Corn 
Moon, Travelling Moon, Beaver Moon and the Hunting Moon which is 
the Tribe's term for December. They did not use the word "night" 
but wrote the word "sleep." So much wampum was received every 
sleep which apparently occurred once a week. 


Deemer eve=iaad a ritual for kindling each council fire and 
"quenched the fire in due form" when the meeting was over. These 
rituals are not described in the reports of 26 meetings which is 
CeemeoOraltfor 19017 1902 and 1903. 


Not a president, but a Sachem, was "Seated on the Stump." A 
vice president chief was called a Sagamore. Wampum, not dues were 
received by the Keeper of the Wampum. The Wampum received was re- 
ported at the end of each meeting. No record of the membership or 
total of dues paid, 1s preserved in the one minute book held at 
the Museum. 


The minutes were signed by the Chief of Records who was never 
Pepor ced as “sitting on “a "Stump. Most often in the years 1901,1902 
and 1903 C. L. Curfman was the Chief of Records. He had a hardware 
business and survived the disastrous fire of October, 1899.5 As- 
bury P. Cone, a brother of De Queen's early mayor, most frequently 
"sat on the Sachem's Stump."6 E. C. Enochs was often seated on the 
Prophet's Stump. 


If a paleface was named he was usually on his way to becoming 
a Brave. A committee of three chiefs was appointed to see a Brave 
through his probationary period. In the case of Elmer Williamson, 
he made his way from paleface to Brave to Warrior to Chief.7 
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The Tribe sponsored a picnic for the Fourth of July 1901. 
Thousands were expected to come. The De Queen Bee covered the story 
for several weeks.8 This year (19U01) the Fourth was on a Thursday. 
Newspaper described the event in hyperbole. The picnic was put on 
by the Tribe, said to be 100 strong in De Queen. The local members, 
dressed in blankets and leggins, wearing feathers and paint were to 
parade to Stotesbury Park.9 There the Indians would greet the sun- 
rise by banging on anvils. This sound was to alert the tribes of 
other areas to join the De Queen group in their wigwam at the park. 


The Modern Woodmen of the World were expected to build a log 
cabin on a dray wagon as the parade progressed. Eleven band members 
with instruments valued at $650 were expected to furnish music for 
the day and evening. According to the band's manager, J. A. Wommack, 
the financial supporters of the band still owed $150 on the "new 
band instruments" and were urged to pay up. 10 

IN hs 

There was a barbeque in the park at noon. Indian ball games, 
and Anglo Saxon ball games, were on afternoon program. De Queen 
Gun Club challenged gun clubs from Horatio and Lockesburg. (Lockes~- 
burg was still the county seat.) The children had merry-go-rounds.- 
There were to be fireworks the night of the Fourth. A Grand Ball 
was held at the De Queen Hotel built on the corner south of the pub- 
lic square and remembered in 1995 as Mrs. Barr's Hotel. 


The pageantry of an installation of officers on the Fourth was 
part of the Bee coverage. Such officers were apparently elected and 
installed every six months. This was to be a public installation, 
held at Stotesbury Park, performed by Rev. M. W. Manville of the 
Methodist Church. 


According to the minute book preserved at the Museum, the min- 
Oteemetarc On page one on July 8, four days after the Fourth. It 
says Floyd Thompson was on the Sachem's Stump. A. P. Cone was on 
the senior Sagamore Stump, E. C. Lake was Junior Sagamore and E. C. 
Enochs was on the Prophet's Stump. 


The Friday Bee reported the Fourth as a "magnificent success, 
aeeemuecu oy thousands.’ "All that is mentioned in the »Tribe's -subse- 
Guecnic mrnucesiwas “that M. “C. Morris was to be paid $6.50 and thanked 
for labor performed on the Fourth."li Three months later, in Septem- 
ber, there was the question of giving a street fair. The committee 
appointed to look into such a possibility were three chiefs: G. T. 
Locke, a real estate investor; A. A. Akin, a saloon keeper; and C. 

L. Curfman, the hardware man. On September 16, the committee was 
granted more time to report on a street fair but nothing seemed to 
meome nt it; 


For some reason the Chief of Records never seemed to be ele- 
vated to a stump although he could submit bills for his duties. Nor 
did those Indians elevated at one Council Fire seem to feel obliged 
to perform their duties for six months without fail. However, every 
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meeting of the Council the Chief of Records wrote down all the 
stumps and their occupants who were seated around the Council Fire. 


The Chief of Wampum had his work cut out for him and even had 
an assistant provided to help collect dues. The most frequent debts 
were for rent of various halls. At one time they met on the second 
floor of the Williamson Building which still stands on Third Street 
and Stilwell. The tribe paid rent for one-half of the Knights of 
Pythias Hall in the elegant Williamson Building. They talked about 
renting from the Masonic Lodge. Once a chief was instructed to buy 
nine colored lights.12 One time a bill for wood was ordered paid. 
few pald.53.25-tO-,a janitor. 


Still they were an insurance group and the bulk of their funds 
as shown in the abbreviated years 1901, 1902 and 1903 went to the 
aid of their brothers and to the care of the cemetery. One Sleep 
during the Beaver Moon it was reported at the Council Fire that 
Chief W. S. Morris was unable to follow the hunt. Named to the re- 
lief committee were R. R. Roundtree, for Monday night; M. C. Morris, 
Tuesday night; I. O. Runyan, Wednesday night; E. P. Rimmer, Thursday 
night; Floyd Thompson, Friday night; E. C. Lake, Saturday night; and 
J. M. Remington, Sunday night. 


By November 25, 1901, Chief W. S. Morris was reported able to 
follow the hunt and the relief committee was dismissed. At this 
point, Chief G. T. Locke was reported to be unable to follow the 
hunt.13 The relief chiefs were immediately appointed using some 
that had been assigned to care for Chief W. S. Morris. Elmer Will- 
iamson had just been elevated to the degree of Chief and when his 
night to deliver bedside care arrived, Chief Locke was dead from 
the fever of his gunshot wound. 


On this 24th sleep of the Beaver Moon the town was in shock.14 
A fatal feud had occurred over school discipline and a man's honor. 
Siesmurder split the town. In the tribe a committee of Rev. M. W. 
Manville, S. R. Bryant and Floyd Thompson was appointed to "draft a 
resolution in memory of our deceased chief and brother, G. T. Locke, 
called to the happy hunting ground on Wednesday." The newspaper 
copy, without place or date, is pasted in the minute book for Decem- 
ber este t90l. Chief Elmer Williamson was paid $4.00 for "crape 
used in draping the Charter." Keeper of the Wampum also was order- 
ed to allow $25.00 to Mrs. C. B. Locke for her husband's funeral ex- 
penses. 


Commitment to, the purpose of the Red Men Tribe also obliged the 
members to take care of the cemetery. It was property bought from 
the Williamson Brothers, 5. Y. 15 and H. Cc. 16. Tradition has said 
that the cemetery was a piece of cut over land where one of their 
sawmills had been located. On the 20th sleep of the Hot Moon, 1902, 
a motion was made to execute a note to Williamson Bros. for $75 (the 
Wreting on Page 39 may be $175) due October 15, 1903 for last pay- 
ment on the cemetery. 
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ich member was requested to work at the cemetery, with Chief A. A. 
in charge. By the next week Chief M. C. Morris was appointed to 

v nN members who had failed to work the first Friday that they were to 

come, send a proxy or pay a $1 fine. 

» Red M 
Again, in 1903, the Red Men were expected to come together to 
work at the cemetery. This time they were under the leadership of 
W. S. Ray. He instructed them through the newspaper to bring a mattox 
and hoe with which to beautify the property in readiness for Decora- 
tion Day May 30. 








It was in 1901 that Chief Cone was instructed to draw three 
new platts of the cemetery, one for each of the tribe's trustees. 
In spring 1902 E. C. Enochs was asked to correspond with and buy a 
book from some manufacturer for a Record for the cemetery.17 The 
Tribe also instructed that the road leading into the cemetery should 
be repaired. 


No more council fires are recorded in the large gray ledger. 
Meeting notices and cemetery working continue to appear in the 
city's oldest newspaper. It was the De Queen Bee, dated June ee UG | 
that told how the Pequod Tribe No. 25 {Improved Order of Red Men had 
their three trustees deed the cemetery to the City of De Queen. Some- 
where during those early years the Red Men became the Redmen, as re- 
corded in the deed. The Pequod Tribe No. 25 did not SUZrVIVe,.OUL Tor 
one hundred years the city's only cemetery has been named for them. 
They should not be forgotten. 
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ENDNOTES 


——  _—S— so 


1. De Queen Bee, Industrial edition, June 25, 1909. 

2s Ibid 

3. De Queen Bee, June 16, 1908. In August 1908 the Bee stated that a 
women's cemetery association was organized. 

4. This book which is limited to the years 1901, 1902, 1903 will be re- 
ferred to as Red Men Minutes. The book was acquired by Mrs. Pat Dale 
who recognized its historic value and delivered it to the museum collec- 
tions in 1984, before the museum was built. Mrs. Dale did not feel at 
liberty to reveal the identity of the donor. Mary McCrory indexed the 
Red Men Minutes and gathered some historical notes. Mrs. Dale attached 
this material to her photocopy of the book's pages. All is stored in 
the Sevier County Historical Society Museum at this date, May l, 1995. 
5. C. L. Curfman's hardware business is listed as one of the businesses 
Spared when 57 businesses in wooden buildings were burned the night of 
October 1, 1899. The DE Queen Bee, October 5, 1899, p.l, was copied 

by Harold Mabry in his Portraits of the Paste I65)-. P 

6. A. P. Cone's first name was Asbury. He was single in the I900 
Census of De Queen. He was 26 years old and the brother of Richard 

H. Cone. The dictionary says that a Sachem signifies a chief in the 
Algonquin Nation. Sagamore is a subordinate chief. 

7. Red Men Minutes, 1901. 

Beene ve Oueen Bee, June 7, 1901, June 14, 1901, June 21, 1901; June 
Boge 290ly July. 5, 1901. 

9. Stotesbury Park was located along the railroad track where the 
chicken plant was built later. The recreational property was said to 
have at least one spring. 

10. An unsolved mystery has been that the band instruments shipped by 
Jan de Goeijen from Holland (1897) were used in De Queen and the dis- 
appeared. The phrasing of the statement here in June 21, 1901, affirms 
that there were already new instruments and they were paid for locally. 
ll. Red Men minutes, August 26, 1901, page 9. 

12. Red Men minutes, November 18, 1901, p. 23. Chief Runyan was to 

buy three red, three blue and three green lights. 

13. George Todd Locke was born in 1865 in the southern part of Sevier 
County. He was named for the doctor who delivered him. Dr. George 
Rogers Clark Todd who practiced for a while in Sevier County is con- 
Sidered by family researchers to be a brother of Mary Todd’ Lincoln. 

See Todd File, correspondence with W. R. Jones, 3104 Crestridge, 
Texarkana, TX 75503, up to April 1994. George Todd Locke II was 

born only weeks before his father's death. He often said that George 
Todd Locke I was the first millionaire in Sevier County. 

14. Red Men Minutes, November 25, 1901, p.- 25; The De Queen Bee, 





November and December issues. Although this violence and the trial 
that followed are reported in newspapers week by week the story is 
not common in the lore of De Queen. A few writers refer to the event 


aS part of their school days. It is also part of an artice on Hope 
AR schools published in the Historical Journal of Arkansas. By the 
1970s, the usual citizens response was "Never heard of it." On the 
other hand, George T. Locke II who was born a few weeks Drone nis 
father's death personally thanked researchers for not entering the 
Slaying in the book "Sevier County and Its People." George Todd Locke 
ireeo.ed August’ 5,) 1987. 
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City of De Queen, 


4, Yerhine, as trustecs 





Re i \ 
t.e Peqeed irite to, 25 of i106 Improved Orier of Redren, of DeQueen, 


| Arkeisas, oy sre avvhority, ard pursusnt to tne tireotions of said Lodge 


and in 
and for,t.¢ consideration cf te sve of ore dollar ($1.00), cash in hanc 


paid tc us vy the Civy oF De veen, Ar.arcas, do herety grant, bargain, 
Seed ert eccvey uso S:.¢ said City. of DeQueen, its suocessors and as~ 
otgre f¢r1ever, tie felliemrng lands lying in ene County of Sevier and 
Srvare ef Araances, so-rl<! 5 "We 
Fast naif of tre northeast quarter of tho southwest quarter of 
gec*‘on trenty-five tomnsiip eisnt South Pirge tnirty-tro (52) Fest, 
lo Mave ard te neld tre same unte tre said Citp of DeQueen Arkansas, 
and ite evoczessers ard assicrs forever, with all arpurtenanses there- 
WevGuseer lef vicky any resesvation whatever, save and except that 
said City Gaeueeveen, ¢424 Use &11 funde reosived for tre sale of 
ereeume.e ono e> yarys cl said land, £cr the purrese of oceples 
PG Ara omic y.ne vne semetvery now ccoated wpon said land. Provided, 
Gt each. of <!6 ~ resent mensers cf said lcdce rho has not allready 
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706° G, vayvier I's’ stee 
Pade as Gisk 
STATE UE eS 
County ¢ hp ob gies) 

"e iT SE(EMTE=ED, that.on this 4av came refore the 
undersigned, a Necarw Foviie, within and tor cne County aforesaid, 
reece eS oto ot occ. ne , U.S, rey, +.G, Tavior ard 1,8. Ve erhine, 4°) 
SO eil wr, AS 'c) Seatarscrs in vie fcresoing deed and each acknowl- 
Bnei Oy) eo econ. ea te sale for she consideration and puxpo~: 
ges treréin mentioned ani set forth, end as trustees for, by the ave 
tot h> ey ety erm UTS vo +6 Gd: veatione cf Feqvod trite so, 3S Inrrow 
ed Urcer co Teanen cf Oetveen, Aransas, 

nescmese Sy hans ard ssa. eae such etary Pubcio on this tre 16th day of 
June, «08, 
(.S.) ‘ ; tis digs Wingo, 

. Aree re aes ' - A ' 
ee Netary Public, 

2200 2c r recere “iis 253%, day of June, 1°08 at &.45 ol olock, A.M, 


D, A. Frooks, Clerk, 
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‘ ; ounce tire we shall sadly miss his sage coun- 
sel and on Pena ik t the sustaining hand that cheered and upheld 
the footso: Qe, 
That we mingle Sueteee with the bereaved family and cherish the 
fervent hope that at last we shall find in the hapry hunting 
grounds of the Greater world solace for the sorrows inseparable -w;,. 
from the trail of life. 
M.W. Manville 
S.R. Bryant 
Floyd Thompson 


seim vitae 
eo45 2442-5 


oat 


® » 


faa-ras 
< e « 





we ws - 


“"tw eves? 


> 6 
ow TES. 






suc 


2 NOTICE 


The newly created De i a 
Cemetery Commission is in need. _ 
of five commissioners. They will. 
- be responsible for all facets of op-,. 

eration. of Redmen Cemetery... 8 
‘Monthly meetings will suffice” 
after organization is in place. If. 
-you are interested in Redmen — 
Cemetery, and would like to serve, 
your community on this non-” 
“compensated commission, please ’ 
call me at city hall and request 
-your name to be placed on “List of: «7. 
Commissioners”. Redmen Ceme- 
‘tery is important. It reflects to’ 
visitors something that words 
-cannot express. 


Philip Cox . 
Mayor 
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